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Professional Highlights 

Prof. Meiwan Chen’s research focuses on biomaterial and nanomedicine, especially on development of 

novel drug delivery systems for active ingredients of Chinese medicine. The research ranges from design 

and synthesis of novel lipidic and polymeric carriers to mechanistic understanding of delivery barriers and 

to in vivo studies of relevant tumor models and rheumatoid arthritis. The emphasis is on improving the 

efficacy of chemotherapeutics that have poor water-solubility, fast metabolism, non-selectivity, and drug 

resistance. Leveraging on the expertise and resources of the SKL of Quality Research in Chinese Medicine 

at the University of Macau, the lab also develops nanomedicines combining Chinese and Western medicinal 

compounds for synergistic effects. 

Prof. Chen has published 117 top-tier SCI journals (25 papers with IF>10, 78 papers with IF>5) as the 

first/corresponding author, including Advanced Materials, ACS Nano, Nano Letters, Biomaterials, and 

many more. Her publications have been cited >10000 times, with an h-index of 57, with 5 being recognized 

internationally as “ESI highly cited papers”. She has been in charge 20 projects funded by NSFC as well as 

the Macau Fund. She also published 6 book chapters and 9 patents. She was awarded the Excellent Young 

Scientist Fund by National Natural Science Foundation of China in 2019 (the first time opened for HK and 

Macao applicants) and ‘Qi Huang’ Youth Scholarship by the State Administration of TCM, China in 2020. 

She was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry (FRSC) in 2022. She won the Natural 

Science Award (2nd/2nd/3rd Class) in 2012/2014/2018 and the Science and Technology Progress Award 

(3rd Class) in 2022, as awarded by the Macao Science and Technology Award. 

She (co-)supervises more than 30 PhD/MSc graduates: one student received the second prizes in the 

‘Challenge Cup’ national inter-varsity competition for extracurricular academic technological projects in 

2022; one graduate ranked first under Young Elite Scientist Sponsorship Programme; one student received 

the 9th China Youth Science and Technology Innovation Award; seven students received the Macao 

Science and Technology Award-Scientific and Technological R&D Awards for Postgraduates; and more 

than thirty conference awards.  

She also actively participated in internal services (faculty and college) and external services (academic and 

community). Her professional services are exceptional with great visibility in the community. 

The above achievements have also led to numerous professional honors/awards, including:  

 Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry (FRSC), UK, 2022.05 
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 ‘Qi Huang’ Youth Scholarship by National Administration of Traditional Chinese Medicine, China 

in 2020.12 

 Excellent Young Scientist Fund by National Natural Science Foundation of China in 2019.10 

 Science and Technology Progress Award (Third Prize) in the fifth Macao Science and Technology 

Awards in 2022 

 Natural Science Award (2nd/2nd/3rd Class) in the first/second/fourth Macao Science and 

Technology Award in 2012/2014/2018 

 ICMS Academic Award from UM (2019/2020, 2017/2018)  

 Incentive Award Scheme for Outstanding Academic Staff from UM (2016/2017) 

 the world's top 2% scientists in 2020 released by Stanford University  

(https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/3). 
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